The author lastly traces out the development of the Thyroid glands, and shows the great similarity that exists between them, the spleen, and supra-renal glands, from the similar structure they present, and from the development of those structures occurring in a similar manner in each.?These glands are developed between the sixth and seventh days, as two separate masses of blastema, one at each side of the root of the neck, close to the separation of the carotid and subclavian vessels, and between the trachea and the branchial clefts, but quite independent, as far as regards their development, of either of those parts. Their minute structure at an early period closely corresponds with that of the spleen and supra-renal glands.
Later, when the gland-tissue, of which the thyroid gland ultimately consists, is formed, it is developed in a manner precisely similar to the same tissues of the spleen and supra-renal glands?a fact which shows the analogy they bear to one another.
From these observations, the author concludes that a close analogy exists between the glands already described, so that the propriety of their classification under one group, as the " Ductless Glands," may be considered clearly proved.
And although the spleen by many has been excluded from them, the author considers that its classification with them is correct, for the following reasons:?1st. From its evolution being similar with that of the supra-renal and thyroid glands; Sndly, from its structure, which at an early period closely corresponds with them ; and 3rdly, from the development of its tissues following the same law as that upon which the tissues of the allied glands are formed. At the commencement of the paper the author points out that the arguments which have been adduced in support of the opinion, that the menstruation of the human female corresponds to the " heat" or " rut" of the lower Mammalia, and that an ovum is normally matured and thrown off at each menstruation, are entirely of an analogical character; and that although the ovaries of women who have died during the menstrual period have been frequently examined, and Graafian follicles found in a recently-ruptured state, yet the discovery of the liberated ovule had not, so far as he was aware, ever been detected. The importance of his cases rests upon three grounds?namely, 1st, the circumstances under which the women had died, which forbade the idea of recent sexual intercourse ; 2ndly, the finding of recently-ruptured Graafian follicles; and 3rdly, the discovery of the ovule and its remains in the fluid matter of the Fallopian tubes.
In the first of the cases recorded, the woman died during a menstrual period. She had been an inmate of the London Hospital for twenty-four days before her death, where she was closely watched day and night by a nurse, in consequence of her having attempted self-destruction, by cutting her throat twenty-nine days before her death.
An examination of the body showed that the pelvic viscera were much congested ; that the uterus was considerably enlarged; that the vagina contained a sero-sanguineous fluid; and that the hymen was unruptured. The ovaries were covered with stellate fissures, or cicatrices; and at one part of the left organ there was a purple spot having a ragged hole in its centre. By means of an incision into the gland through this spot, it was found that the opening led into a small cavity which was surrounded at its lower part by a dense tissue, infiltrated with dark coagulated blood. After macerating in spirit for a short time, it was noticed that the clot consisted of four parts, which the author described.
In other parts of the ovary several false corpora lutea, indifferent stages of decline, were found. The Fallopian tubes were highly congested, and-the cavities of the tubes were filled with a bloody mucus. The left one contained, at about one inch from its fimbriated end, a small vesicular body, which was, in the author's opinion an ovule-for it consisted of nucleated cells and oil-globules. The 
